ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL
Village Hall, The Street, Alderton, Woodbridge IP12 3BL
Telephone No. 07749 138762 – Email to: clerk@aldertonsuffolk-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.aldertonsuffolk-pc.gov.uk

To: Members of Alderton Parish Council
You are duly summoned to attend the next meeting of Alderton Parish Council to be held at 18:00hrs on Monday 14th September 2026 at Alderton Parish Village Hall.

Public Attendance
The meeting is open to the public and the press. At item 5, the public will be invited to give their views/question the Parish Council on issues on the agenda or raise issues for consideration of inclusion at future meetings. This item will generally be limited to 15 mins. duration and will be followed by any County/District Councillors’ or Police reports.

Please note that this meeting may be recorded, filmed, photographed, or broadcasted unless the public and press are lawfully excluded.

 AGENDA

1) Apologies for absences	
2) To receive Declarations of Interest
3) To consider requests for dispensations
4) To resolve that the minutes of the meeting of the council held on 20th July 2026 are a true and correct record.
5) Public participation session (15 minutes)
6) Matters arising
7) Clerk and Chair reports
8) Welcome to Jonathan Ramsey, Suffolk County Councillor and proposed discussion on road, traffic, white lines and parking issues

9) I propose the council accepts the resignation of Jeff Hayward as Responsible Financial Officer with transfer to Sue McCormack, Parish Clerk from 1 October 2026.

10)  I propose the council agrees the following increases to the Clerk’s pay:

a) Uplift to next point on pay spine (from £13.69/hr to £13.90/hr before pay rise) following the successful completion of probation as per contract of employment.
b) Acceptance of 3.3% pay award agreed by The National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) back dated to 1 April 2026

11)  I propose that the council adopts the form ‘Alderton Parish Council (APC) Beach Lane Allotments Rules for Allotment Holders’. (Document circulated with minutes)

12) I propose that the council adopts the Village Hall Hire and Pavilion Hire Terms and Conditions. (Documents circulated with minutes)
13) I propose that the council agrees the wording and quote for a new Village Hall sign and 2 new signs for the recreation ground.
14) I propose that any village fete held in summer 2027 be organised by the community and not by the parish council.

To that end, the parish council calls for an advertised public meeting to be held in the village hall before the end of November to ask for volunteers to run the next Alderton Village Fete. The village hall to be made available free of charge for such a meeting for a period not exceeding 2 hours.
The parish council will make an interest free loan of £1,000 (payable from the community fund) to a committee of volunteers (not less than 2 persons) for expenses connected with organising the fete, the said loan to be repaid no later than 2 weeks after the date on which the fete is held, the said sum to be paid by the council into the community fund.
The parish council will permit the said committee to use the recreation ground on the day of the fete and the evening before the fete, and to use the pavilion and the items, stored in the containers on the recreation ground and foldable tables, crockery, cutlery and catering equipment contained within the village hall at the same times, free of charge, subject to the activities of the fete being licensed and insured either within the parish council’s existing policy of insurance or within such additional insurance as required which will be at the expense of the said committee, and subject to all such items being returned in good and clean condition to the containers or the village hall as applicable within 48 hours after the end of the fete.

15) I propose that the council ratifies the appointment of a committee to investigate and report on proposals for the refurbishment of the village hall kitchen. 

The members of the committee to include Chris Green as chair, Joanne Butler and Annie Jessup. The committee may appoint other members in its discretion. It may meet as many times as its chair sees fit and at such dates and times as agreed between members of the committee.

16) I propose that the council appoints a tree committee to investigate and report on proposals to increase the number of trees in the village, benefitting from grants where applicable. 

The members of the committee to include Joanne Butler and Annie Jessup. It may appoint its own chair. The committee may appoint other members in its discretion. It may meet as many times as its chair sees fit and at such dates and times as agreed between members of the committee.
17)  I propose the council agrees to spend £150 to update the Village website. 

The work will be carried out by Pear Space who currently support the website and provide training. Increasing amounts of information will be displayed on the website and a refresh is required to make the layout more user friendly. This is a limited, half price offer.

18) I propose the council agrees to spend £150 for the Clerk to attend training on the annual audit. 

The audit is mandatory and is a large undertaking especially for anyone without any prior experience. The 2–2.5 hour mentoring session is with one of SALC's professional internal auditors.

19) I propose that the amendments in the attached document are made to our standing orders and that these are agreed at the next council meeting on 26th October 2026.

20) I propose that the council agrees to me (and any helpers I may have) using the village hall and its facilities free of any hire charge and to waive any fee for gas or electricity for periods of 2 hours once each fortnight in order for me to provide refreshments and a space to socialise with others and play e.g. board games for anyone who wishes to attend.

Reason for the motion: Loneliness is a major problem in our society, particularly among rural communities without public transport and among older people. It is very damaging to people's mental health, which can impact on their physical health. Also, we are expecting more extreme weather which increases the risk of more cold weather at a time of very high fuel costs. This impacts older people particularly. 
By providing a warm, welcoming place for people to come, I hope to tackle both of these problems in our village.   
I would be happy for the arrangement to be reviewed in 12 months time to assess how it has been used and how much it has cost the council, especially in gas. 

21) Date of next meeting: 18:00 on Monday 26th October


Sue McCormack- Clerk to the Council   			Date 05/09/2026




