ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Held in Alderton Village Hall on Monday 24 May 2021


Present:  Christopher Langley (CL), Robin Gilbert (RG), Ruth Clark (RC), Will Palmer (WP), Mal Ward (MW), Bill Vaudrey (BV), Tim Giles (TG), Christina Joyce (CJ).
In attendance:  Joy Andrews (JA), clerk; James Mallinder (JM), District Councillor.
Members of public: None 

Chairman’s welcome:
The chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting.
District Councillor’s report:
James Mallinder stated that he sees his role as a connection between parish councils and the district council making sure our concerns are heard by East Suffolk Council. He is keen to support projects with funds from the Community Enabling Grant Scheme. He comments on local planning applications and monitors them, also keeping an eye on the car parks and ensuring they are maintained. He is involved in Environmental Protection and has played a major role in the ‘Nature First’ project where the cutting of 100 sites in Suffolk are now managed with the welfare of bees etc. in mind. James has spoken at Cabinet regarding air quality and is very positive about the environment, convinced that small changes really can make a difference.
Chairman’s report:
The chairman stated that the past year has been dominated by Coronavirus causing many activities to be cancelled. A voluntary group was set up by the parish council to support those in need by collecting medication, shopping and keeping in touch with the elderly. All agreed that Alderton Stores were outstanding in the way they served the village and the chairman extended an official “Thank you” to those involved. 
The village fete had to be cancelled last year and it had been decided not to hold one in 2021 because of the uncertain situation.
The Annual Litter Pick took place with the usual volunteers taking part. A large amount of litter was collected mainly due to the rubbish which had been left behind the storage containers on the recreation ground. Woodbridge Road was particularly bad and unfortunately the situation was just as bad within a very short period of time.
A survey of residents in Alderton and Bawdsey to “Save our Swan” had been carried out. The result was inconclusive with insufficient support to consider a community purchase.
VE Day celebrations had to be low key because of Coronavirus but many households decorated their properties and celebrated in their front gardens keeping a social distance from neighbours. 
A Christmas tree was once again erected in the centre of the village and Father Christmas toured the village visiting a number of children on his way. 22 households took part in the Christmas Extravaganza by decorating their window or garden raising funds for Bawdsey School.
A letter of condolence was sent to the queen on the death of Prince Phillip, the Duke of Edinburgh.
Presentation of accounts for year ending 31 March 2021
Copies of the summary of accounts were distributed along with an explanation of variances, these will be displayed on the notice board and website. A reconciliation of the accounts had been prepared by the RFO and verified by a councillor. The accounts have been audited and found to be satisfactory.
Open Session
There were no comments or questions.

							                   Prepared by     C J Andrews

										Dated       10 June 2021
